
 

What do AI say about Peter? 

We asked an AI to tell us about P.W. Singer and his writing. This is what it wrote back 

====== 

 

“P.W. Singer, also known as Peter Warren Singer, is a prominent scholar and author specializing 
in 21st-century warfare, technology, and national security. His writing is distinguished by several 
key characteristics: 

1.​ Bridging Non-Fiction and Fiction (Useful Fiction/FICINT): Perhaps the most 
distinctive aspect of Singer's writing is his pioneering use of "useful fiction" or "FICINT" 
(Fictional Intelligence). In books like Ghost Fleet (co-authored with August Cole) and 
Burn-In, he blends rigorously researched factual information about emerging 
technologies and geopolitical trends with compelling fictional narratives. This approach 
allows him to:​
 

○​ Visualize Complex Concepts: Make abstract technical and strategic concepts 
tangible and understandable for a broad audience. 

○​ Explore "What If" Scenarios: Project current trends into plausible future 
conflicts or societal changes, serving as a form of strategic foresight. 

○​ Engage a Wider Readership: Draw in readers who might not typically engage 
with dense non-fiction on national security topics. 

2.​ Deep Expertise and Research-Driven: Whether in his non-fiction or fiction, Singer's 
writing is underpinned by extensive research. He has a strong academic background 
(Ph.D. in political science) and has held significant positions at institutions like the 
Brookings Institution and New America. This expertise lends immense credibility to his 
work, as he draws on:​
 

○​ Technical Details: Provides accurate and insightful descriptions of military 
technology, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and robotics. 

○​ Real-World Context: Incorporates case studies from current conflicts, historical 
military strategies, and interviews with experts. 

3.​ Accessible and Engaging Style: Despite the complex topics he covers, Singer's writing 
is remarkably accessible and engaging. He avoids overly academic jargon, opting for 
clear, concise prose. He often uses:​
 

○​ Storytelling: Even in his non-fiction, he uses anecdotes and narrative structures 
to illustrate points. 



○​ Vivid Imagery: His descriptions bring the technical and strategic landscapes to 
life. 

○​ Sharp Dialogue (in fiction): His fictional works feature realistic and impactful 
dialogue that drives character development and plot. 

4.​ Focus on the Human Element Amidst Technology: A recurring theme in Singer's 
work is the profound impact of technology on human society, ethics, and warfare. He 
explores:​
 

○​ Ethical and Moral Dilemmas: The challenges posed by autonomous weapons, 
the weaponization of social media, or the integration of AI into daily life. 

○​ Societal Transformation: How new technologies alter jobs, privacy, and political 
landscapes. 

○​ The Soldier's Experience: How technological advancements change the nature 
of combat and the lives of those involved. 

5.​ Cautionary Tales and Call for Preparedness: Many of his works, particularly the 
fictional ones, serve as "cautionary tales." They highlight potential dangers and 
unintended consequences of technological advancements and geopolitical shifts, often 
implicitly or explicitly urging readers (and policymakers) to consider these implications 
and prepare for the future.​
 

In essence, P.W. Singer's writing is characterized by its unique blend of deep research, 
compelling storytelling, and a forward-looking perspective on the intersection of technology, 
national security, and humanity. He makes complex topics understandable and provides 
thought-provoking insights into the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century.” 

 


